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Michael Nagasaki, center in white, with check and paperwork in hand, waited in line at Honolulu Hale to pay his property taxes to 


the City and County of Honolulu before the new year, when new tax rules go into effect. 
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property taxes 
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The tax overhaul 

has homeowners 
lining up in hopes 
to save money 


By Dan Nakaso 


dnakaso@staradvertiser.com 


Dozens of people waited 
in line for more than an hour 
Thursday at Honolulu Hale 
trying to beat an end-of-the- 
year deadline to save money 
by paying their 2017 prop- 
erty taxes early. But how 
much money they’ll save — 
if any — remained unclear. 

Former Mayor and city 
Prosecutor Peter Carlisle 
showed up at the end of the 
line at lunchtime Thursday 


prepared to pay the cityand confused taxpayers was 

county $1,603.70 — the sec- worth it. 
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that’s not due until Febru- 
ary. 

Like dozens of other prop- 
erty owners Thursday, Carl- 
isle hoped to take advantage 
of a one-time opportunity to 
deduct his 2017 Honolulu 
property taxes on his 2017 
income tax returns after 
President Donald Trump 
signed a Republican tax 
overhaul plan that sets a 
limit of $10,000 for state and 
local taxes that taxpayers 
can deduct. 

Carlisle believes that pay- 
ing the second installment 
early on his 2017 property 
taxes could save him as 
much as $1,000. But he 
wasn’t sure standing in line 
with other concerned but 
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Several tax rates, 
minimum wages, 
paratransit and 

bus fares will rise 


By Gordon Y.K. Pang 


gordonpang@staradvertiser.com 


appy 2018, Hawaii! 
The state and city 
are ringing in the 


new year by lightening your 
pocketbooks through new 
laws or rule changes that 
take effect Monday. 

Hawaii residents who are 
in higher-income tax brack- 
ets will need to pay more in 
the 2018 tax year, and it will 
cost you more if you want to 
stay in a hotel room as part 
of the plan to help bail out 
the city’s contentious rail 
project. Oahu transit riders 
will need to shell out more 
for TheBus and TheHandi- 
Van, while motorists will 
need to pay more to register 
their cars and trucks. 

On the other hand, low- 
er-income folks who work 
will be able to get a tax 
credit. 

The most noticeable and 
immediate impacts on fam- 
ily budgets are at the city 
level. 

Riders of TheBus will 
need to pay $2.75 for a sin- 
gle-fare, one-way ride and 
$5.50 for a one-day pass. 
Riders now pay $2.50 for a 
single fare and $5 for a one- 
day pass. The flimsy trans- 
fer slips allowing a rider to 
hop on a second bus were 
eliminated earlier this year 
and replaced by the one-day 
passes. The monthly adult 
bus pass will cost $70 and 
an annual one $770, up from 
the current $60 a month and 
$600 for the year, respec- 
tively. 

Under Bill 28, youths will 
still pay $1.25 per ride and 
seniors $1 for single rides. 
Monthly rates, however, will 
rise to $35 a month (from 
$30) and $385 (from $330) 
for annual passes for those 
between 6 and 17. Seniors, 
those 65 and older, will con- 
tinue to pay $1 for a single 
ride and $2 for a daily pass, 
but the monthly rate is go- 
ing up to $6 (from $5) and 
the annual rate to $35 (from 
$30). 
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